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Grov, Giray Daviz annoueseed Fris
day & ane-year delay on banning
the pollutant MTEE from the
slate’zs gacoline supplies, explais-
ing that he wanis to aveld price
hikes sand shortages as the state
v to use ethanol ws g substi-
i P oo

il carmouncement was  met
ik sharp criticism from’ muntei-
pal water allicials and envizonmen-
“talists wha noted thal a study di-
recled by the stale continuss to
find MTEE, a possible carcinogen,
Ieaking into geaund water,

The ban, which Devia eallsd for

in 1833, was ariginally intended ta
take effect at the end af this year,
MTEE, ar methy]l tertiary butvl
other, hag been widely datected in
drinking water woells across the
state after leaking from under-
graund gas tanks. Leaks have per-
giated even after the installation of
new, réinforced tanks, & .
“=The 1z of MTEE, an axygenate
thal reduces air pellution while
bocating engine pawer, became
widespread in the early 15905,

Speaking in Redondo Reach, Da-
via sakl that the stale's gasoline
will be MTEE-fras Ty January
004 He said the delay will allow 2
more grdecly transilion and protect
California drivers from paying as

much 22 $3 a gallon at the pundp, 45
ome consattant had peedicted.

“yau elested me to prevent
narm o Californiz,” Davis tald
elected officials and Seuth Bay
residenls gathered oulside the nelt
Redonde Information Tech Cenlee.

He warned Uhat & hasy lrans-
tlor conld make the state hosage
ta “annther aut-of-slale energy cac-
sl He was reforring to Midwesl:
ern producess of plsancl, e maosl
eommanly  available  oXygenale
that can be sbstituted far MTTIE.
The federal Clean Adr Act required

the wse of oxygenates in gasodine.
The gevernor said he wnn-‘.;»d_l.n
avold a “secomel energy crigia,” 3
reference 1o the dramalic spike in
glactricily pricea last year foliva-
Ing the state’s decegulation of &n-
=18

E"FWE“."E goen this mavie before,
andd [ i nok geing 1o allew Califor-
niams to be held hostage by an-
ether energy cartel,” Davis szid,

He pbsa blamned the deday on L

Bush administratian and the .5
fvirenmental Pratection Agency
far tte denlal last summer of Cali-
forrla’s request for i walver of the
fedderal manddate that an ex¥Een-
ale—atch a2z MTEE or ethansi—
migsl be adided to the slate’s gasoe-
line, ;
He saicl he Iaa apaken to Pres
dant Bush directly and is nod opti-
inkstic Lhat the administeation will
change I3 mind.

Cities Worry About
Their Water Supplies

The delay aparked anger among
water providers and efficials whese
water supplias have been eontami-
nated.

*A one-year defay from the
broader perspeclive may nol @gem
like a big deal, but it will be a big
deal for amy of thase communiiles
who Tave to shut down Pl wells
from BMTRE" =aid Craig Perkins,
director of public works manage-
ment for Santa Monica, where
gewen af the city's 11 wells were
ghul down becanze of MTEE con-
taminalion, *It's a very big deal for
g

Willlam Mills, penapsl mimagar
af the Crange County Waler Dis-
tricd, expressed a stmilar view,

“We're disappeinted, We werld
like to see [the ban] occur an
schedule,” Mille =aid, *The sconer
we get the additive gut of our gaso-
ling, the less threat posed by this
chembcal o oue water supplies”

Marguesite Young, the Califor-
nia director of the envirenmental
graup Clean Water Aclion, gaid
she was sympathetie Lo Lhe posi-
i thal Davis waa placed in, but
digagresd with ia declzion.

“[ think he waz faced with a
Splornon-type  decislon, and  we
clearly wish that he had found it
possible to stick with” the original
deadiine, she said,

Upecoming Election Casts
Shadow Dver Decision

Sacramento lebbylst V. John
White, who pepresents the Sierra
Club, sabd Davis’ declalon to delay
the Tan “is nmot A positive” But
White ar same olher environ-
mentalizts beliewe Davis can repair
the damage by earmirking money
fae & cleanup of MTEE, Two bills
ire pending in the Legislature that
wouldl eaise fees on oll companies
ond generale $200 milllon a year,
much of which wenld ke vused to
clean up MTHE. !

In announcing the delay, Travia
wowed to guard water supplies but
did not elaborate, saying that mare
Information would be available
next week.

Davig” decizion to put off the ban
reflects an electlon year gamble
Lhat it j8 more risky to cauge a big
Tn-Up i gas pricés Lhan Lo pro-
wvole the kre of envircnmentalists,
municipal water officlals and resi-
dents of communities with tainted
wrater sipplies,

"It the question i, 'Could Gy
Davia afford to have & ahortage of
gasaling?,' the answer s, "No gove
emar conld,' " aaid  Demoeralic
cemaultant Darey Sragaw.

“(alifornlans take certain things
for granted. One iz geiling where
we want in cars. Mo one in public
affice ts going Lo wank to meds with
that,” he added, “Calbfornians des-
perately want clean air, bazl nol al
the expensa of having o wail in
long lines Lo et gasoling,”

'mﬁ Davie had not delayed he

Tan, there was at leasl o chanee of

@ prite apike by Movember, noted

Winston Hickoy, the head af the

California Environmental Prolec-

tinn Agency.

Hickooe gabd Chal oil campanies
generally ehange their fuel mix-
lures on Mov, 1. If ethanal bad not
Leen available, he said, “there
caould I}:n-e been A price conze-
quence,

More likely, Hickax anid, the
price sptke would have coourred
eirly il year.

The slate estimates that 3t wouls
conaume a3 much s 900 millien
galisna of ethanel a year, or
roighly half the ethanol pow pro-
duced in the naticn. Gven the de-
miid, the gevernor feared it eould
Ieawee Judt the state subject ta price
manipulation.

But unlike the viectricily crisis
af Yast year, when Los Angeles and
other areqs served by municipal
pawer authorilies ware spared, the
entire slate could =ulfer in an atha-
nal shoriage.

“Our view iz there iz one major
company [that] confrols o hoge
sepment [af the ethanol marked],
ariel Lhe top seven compantas cans
tral T0%," Heickew said, “The pros
file of that causes the governor
cantErn,”

Ihyvis' petion eam
[:Iuniinuea Lo ddebate ﬁ&gﬂ‘;&ﬂf
i,

The Senate legislation requires
that ethanol be addad Lo grigolilm
niaticnally by 2004, with levels rig-
Ing to & billion gallane by 201%
S_P.n. Dianne  Feinstein {D-Calif)
Bng to seek A delay in the re
fuirement for Czlifoenia,

_ Seme grilics questioned wly Da-
vis would dulay the ban deapite the
faet that an ongeing sbx-county
study by an agency overssen by
the State Water Resaurces Contro]
Heard has shown that MTEE can-
Linites o leak,

The board of e Californin
Croundwater  Resources Anan,
wrate the governar lasl wesk 1o
urEe him Lo mot delay {he Gan,

. E!-| it2 fetter, the board said the
Califernia Fnergy Comsiszsan was
suppased to develop a timetable |.4:-
remove WMVBE from gascline na
liter than Lhe and of thiz Jaar,
 Clearly, the CEC has failed 1o
liverug Ly ita responsibility ned only
lo ¥l i Gevernor Dut alse b all
Caltfarniong,” wrote the brard,
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