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March 4, 2002

The Honorable Gray Davis
Governor of Cdifornia
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: COMMITMENT ON MtBE PHASEOUT
Dear Governor Davis:

| am writing on behdf of the Board of Directors of the Groundwater Resources
Asociation of Cdifornia (GRA), the state’ s largest group of groundwater
professionals dedicated to the effective management and protection of groundwater
resources.

The magnitude of the threat posed by MtBE to water resources is unprecedented.
MtBE has been detected in groundwater at thousands of gasoline stations across the
gate. Unfortunately, MtBE has also been detected in private and water supply wdlsin
Santa Monica, South Lake Tahoe, and scores of other communities across the sate. As
professonals well positioned to observe the enormous magnitude of impacts from the
use of MtBE in Cdifornia s gasoline, we urge you to uphold your 1999 commitment

to phase out this gasoline oxygenate by December 31, 2002.

We are very concerned that the consultant for the Cdifornia Energy Commisson
(CEC) recommends extending the MtBE phase-out to December 31, 2005. With
powerful oil and MtBE interests pressuring for a deadline extension, it appears that the
threat to California s most vauable resource, water, will again be forgotten. Each
gasoline fadlity with MtBE is a threat to water resources and drinking water sources
due to the significant potentid for spills and undetected releases, and MtBE' s unique
characterigtics. The undisputed and continuing threat to our water resources and the
staggering cogts to cleanup MBE contamination dictate adherence to the origina
phase-out schedule.

In your 1999 Executive Order, you outlined eleven tasks designed to track the progress
of date agenciesin their efforts to implement the Executive Order. Y ou ordered that a
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timetable be developed by the CEC for the remova of MtBE from gasoline & the earliest
possible date, but not later than December 31, 2002. The timetable was to be reflective of the
CEC sudies and ensure adequate supply and availability of gasoline for Cdifornia consumers.
Clearly, the CEC hasfailed to live up to its respongbility not only to you as Governor but also to
al Cdifornians.

GRA endorsed your March 25, 1999 decision to phase out MtBE and recognized you for your
work and |leadership in addressng MtBE with itsKEVIN J. NEESE Award. The Award
recognizes significant accomplishment by a person or entity that fosters the understanding,
development, protection and management of groundwater. Further, on January 17, 2000, GRA’s
Board of Directors adopted a resolution renewing its request for an immediate ban on the fud
additive MtBE in Cdifornia

The Board of Directors reaffirms the need to uphold the original December 31, 2002 deadline.
GRA ison the forefront of understanding the severity of MtBE impacts to Cdifornia simperiled
water resources, and its member are among the key playersin developing solutions for
mitigating MtBE contamination. If GRA can be of any assistance to your quest to keep
Cdlifornid swater safe and clean, | can be reached at (310) 618-8889, ext. 105 or through the
GRA officeat (916) 446-3626.

Sincerdy,

Jm Carter, President
Groundwater Resources Association of Cdifornia



