
COMMITMENT & INTEGRITY DRIVE RESULTS

Mutual Benefits of GSA and Remediator Cooperation on 
Groundwater Basin Health and Sustainability

Jason House, CG, PG
Christy Kennedy, CHG, PE



COMMITMENT & INTEGRITY DRIVE RESULTS

Presentation Outline

Requirements

Benefits of partnership between 
agencies and remediators
Engagement



SGMA requires GSAs to consider all 
groundwater interests within the basin

What is a remediator?

So why do you need to reach out?



Benefits to GSAs in partnership with 
Remediators
Tools remediation sites represent/have access to
 Monitoring networks
 Boring logs to support Hydrogeologic Conceptual 

Model
 Water level and quality data
 Models, flow/transport, particle tracking, geochemical
 Aquifer response to pumping/injection; pumping tests



GSAs have access to a number of resources 
without further engagement
 Publicly accessible resources

 Geotracker: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
 USGS Water Watch, California: 

https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/statemap.asp?sc=06&sa=CA
 Groundwater Information Center: https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/gicima/
 Groundwater Basin Boundary Assessment Tool: 

https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
 CASGEM: http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/casgem/online_system.cfm
 OSWCR: boring logs/well completion report: http://www.water.ca.gov/oswcr/

 GSA/Local Agency only resources
 Basin Boundary Modification Request System: 

http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/
 Local data (water levels, boring logs, localized models, aquifer 

characterization data etc)

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/statemap.asp?sc=06&sa=CA
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/gicima/
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/casgem/online_system.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/oswcr/
http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/
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USGS – Groundwater Watch
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DWR - Groundwater Information Center 



DWR - Groundwater Information Center 



Groundwater Basin Boundary Assessment Tool



CASGEM 



CASGEM 



CASGEM Monitoring Well Details



Remediators: How can SGMA affect you?
SGMA establishes new powers of 
authority for GSAs
 Potential for new regulatory fees

Translation: potential to assess new 
pumping fees

 Potential for new permitting systems that 
relate to a water accounting framework 
that is developed by the GSA
Translation: potential delays/additional 
permitting fees

Photo credit: Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District 



Remediators: Use SGMA to benefit/expedite 
cleanup

Interplay between regulatory 
authorities

Water 
Agencies

Land Use 
Authorities

DTSC RWQCB

CalEPAPrivate 
Industries Chemical injection could avoid pumping

Pump and Treat systems - recapture

Can result in 
new approaches



Coordination with GSAs provide a direct link to 
Sustainability Programs

Innovation

Inclusivity

Community

Values

Transparency

Stewardship



Engagement: Define Targets
Prioritize outreach to environmental sites 

 Active sites
 Groundwater involved
 Sites with high pumping 

rates
 Large sites
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Prioritization of Sites to Streamline Outreach
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How GSAs can engage Remediators?

How to reach out
DTSC, 

CalEPA/RWQCB/CDPH/USEPA -
learn about sites

Who to reach out to
Environmental manager 

for site

Important to do these presentations through other forums!
“Hey did you know about SGMA? You should be paying attention.”
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